Dear Jcte, 


2/20/90 


Thanks for the trouble you went to with the outline. Before getting to that, 
however, I Want to address sometliing you said in it and the note, not for the first time: 
that I'm wasting my time fighting the FBI. 

Have you asked yourself if I have a purpose in mind, other than tilting at a con- 
venient and deserving windmill? Or what the purpose or purposes could be? One could be 
getting the records they are withholding. The prospects there are not very good but 


tiiat by way of prevention, but one possibility is making a record with them, another is 
making a record that can be used if and when they pull something dirty again. Still ano- 
ther is making a record for history. What is less likely is making them stop and think 
about the possibilities of harming the agency or themselves. I am cored*, by the way, they 
have cotrssed the line into a criminal act in the disclosure of records about me to a 
third parson wher^I was not the subject of FBI investigative interest. I do not expect 
the so-called Oi'fice of Professional Responsibility to do anything. _Jt is the white- 
washing arm of DJ and it acts only when there is no alternative, except that it acts to 
cover official asses. Yet should there be any imminent prospect of Congressional Interest, 
of which have no knowledge, it could make them stop am thing. What I am saying in this 
part is that one in my position has no way of really knowing and should turn all the 
stones he can turn. But in summary, I think it is not wasting time to leave "a record that 
will counter their efforts to undermine the credibility of my work through defamations,, 

I did misunderstand the kind of book you have in mind but the outline tells me what 
it is. To a. very large degree it exists in books now and to come. I'll explain. 

The first good book on the FBI, meaning exposing it, was by Max Lowenthal, a lawyer 
with whon idl had worked and I knew. His research assistant was Carl Bernstein's father. 

I have no present recollection, but if he used any of my committee's data, I supplied it. 

The next good book of that character was done by Fred Cook. These are books of the past. 

Then there were a couple of books By former FBI special agents. I knew one and I have both 
books, u r gave them to the liood library. Norman Olestad did one in about 1966 and about 
five years later a fellow named Schott did one on Hoover that wag also funny. Hoover had 
a phobia about making left turns so the books is/ad titled "No Left Turns." More recently 
Ailarquette University History professor Athan Theoharis did a biography of Hoover, did 

go into the FBI in several other books, one of wliich he edited, that temple u niv. 
Press published. I helped him with the recent one in a number of wayy, inclining with several 
hundred pages of records I'd gotten that had n .ver be -n used, fj-n used thera^ scholar that 
he is, pretending he got them from the FBI, which he thanked profusely. And at the present 
time the gSritish journalist, A ony Summers, is writing another book on Hoover t/,at will 
also be a book on the FBI and I've helped him considerably. He and hi3 researchers spent 
days here and copied whatever they wanted. I've no# idea what except what X suggested. I 
hear from him from time to time, /fe is back in Ireland writing it now. So, except for a 
few things, what you propose has been done, done rather well, and need not be done again. 

Or is about to be done with a major effort by j the agent and publisher, Summers' coming 
book. (He is best known for his biography of /iarilyn Lonroe and the scandal it caused.) 

tlhe first n^e items have been done, 12 to a degree and I can&t add very much, 

14 has been done thoroughly in book snad defintive articles with wliich you are not 
familiar, tall to a degree, some in enormous detail, has been done in Congressional 
hearings!. ) This leaves 10 and 11, wliich I've already addressed in books to a degree and X 
could add to considerably, and 13, which x can also add to considerably but has been done 
by a New York research organization. 

I do this in haste because I was interrupter too often when x responded earlier 



and thus mailed you a fat envelope this morning. If I get this corrected and copied 
before leaving to ppcP pick up the repaired dictating machine, it may get/to you with 
what £ mailed this morning because with the great contibution to public 'need and service 
from more than a decade of GOP effeciency we have mail leaving the entire area only 
once a day, at night. 

One problem with such books is that for the most part they do not get 
attention, except in the smaller publications, unless, like a Summers, the author is 
well-known and the publisher anticipates big bucks. His Marilyn Monroe book has been 
issued in paperback I don t have and his old book on the JFK assassination, not a good 
one, by the way, has recently been' reissued in paperback, with material adaed that I'm 
not familiar with and don't expect to be of any real significance. 

_l Vj JT A & i-e 

jjjLeared early that most publishers ahce common fears and the FBI is one of them. 

One of die things copied i or you, on Bush and^his pals the terrorists, something 
I found in the unorganizer, will make this envelope too fat. Tjt'll be in the next. 

. /{gain thansk, and again best to all you warm people, 

15 degrees! Ughlife! ' 

Bon't get the idea that the older books are not also/ p£ <^pip , ent applicability 
because they are. . S' * ‘ 

Also, I've not mentioned many long and definitive articles. 

c . And. I forgot a great Jjook on the FBI of the recent past by Sanford ^nger, then a 
Washingt on Post reporter. Really definitive except on FOIa stonewalling. 


Without my stopping ttonfowB to sit and think, there may be other books. 



